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Provisional Government issued a declaration of Independence
(October) and summoned a National Convention to decide upon
a Constitution.
§ 104. the kingdom of belgium.—Obviously the Powers
could not ignore all this, for they had themselves created and
guaranteed the union which the Belgians had broken up. The
Czar was all for intervening in the cause of the " legitimate
rights " of a brother sovereign, and the King of Prussia mobilised
an army on the frontier ; but the French nation were aflame to
support people who had for a quarter of a century been their
fellow-citizens, and to partition a kingdom which had been set
up for the express purpose of checking France. Louis-
Philippe was in a delicate position. If he stood by while the
reactionary Powers stamped out the revolt, his subjects would
hurl him from his new-won throne with contempt; yet he did
not dare to incur the displeasure of rulers who already looked
askance upon him as a usurper.
The reactionary Powers, however, were distracted by revolts
in Poland and Italy (§ 105), and were impressed by the Anglo-
French entente. At a Five-Power Congress held in London
they agreed to Belgium becoming an independent state
(December 1830), and it fell to Talleyrand and Palmerston to
conduct the complicated negotiations about details. The
Belgian Convention had decided to set up a constitutional
monarchy like France ; but the question arose : Who was to be
king ? At first they offered the crown to the Due de Nemours,
second son of Louis-Philippe ; but Palmerston intimated very
definitely that Great Britain could not allow Belgium to become
practically a part of France. So Louis-Philippe prudently
declined the honour; and the Belgians turned to Prince
Leopold of Coburg, a German by birth and the widower of an
English princess. The Powers agreed to this arrangement, the
French King being mollified by the marriage of Leopold to one
of his daughters.
The final settlement came in May 1832 when the Five

